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Manchén, Rosa Maria (Universidad de Murcia)
Fostering the autonomous use of communication strategies in the
foreign language classroom. Links & Letters, 2000, no. 7, p. 13-27.

This paper offers a critical interpretation in the light of the research on learn-
er training of both the proposals suggesting a beneficial effect of training L2
learners in the use of Communication Strategies, and the suggestions con-
cerning how to implement such training.
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The thick end of the wedge: encouraging autonomous learning by
advanced-level ESL university students. Links & Letters, 2000,
no. 7, p. 29-48.

This paper discusses a project to develop independent language learning
materials for relatively advanced users of English at the University of Edin-
burgh. The materials are intended to highlight the opportunities they have
as university students to enhance their progress as language learners.

Key words: English for Academic Purposes, Learner Autonomy, Learner
Training, Materials Design.

Gardner, David (University of Hong Kong)
Self-assessment for autonomous language learners. Links & Let-
ters, 2000, no. 7, p. 49-60.

Self-assessment enhances individualisation but is not without difficulties;
however, the benefits are shown to outweigh the pitfalls when carefully man-
aged. The value of generic assessments is discussed as are the varying levels
of learner involvement and the changing roles of teachers.
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Distance language learners and learner support: beliefs, difficulties
and use of strategies. Links & Letters, 2000, no. 7, p. 61-80.

An investigation is made of the special situation of distance language learn-
ers, their perceptions of language learning and themselves as learners, the
strategies they adopt to cope with learning at a distance, and the role of
metacognition.
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The need for a focused approach: a case study. Links & Letters,
2000, no. 7, p. 81-93.

The use of quantitative and qualitative data provides the framework for deci-
sions regarding changes in a self-access programme to ensure successful learn-
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dents and teachers can realise their respective roles within the concept.
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Integrating a self-access system in a language learning institution: a
model for implementation. Links & Letters, 2000, no. 7, p. 95-109.

A model is presented of the different tasks that need to be accomplished for
a self-access system to be integrated effectively in a language learning insti-
tution. These tasks involve teachers and counsellors, librarians, technicians
and managers as well as the figure of a ‘self-access system co-ordinator’.
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An analysis of the skills and functions of language learning advis-
ers. Links & Letters, 2000, no. 7, p. 111-126.

The notions of independent learning and self-access are analysed in this arti-
cle in relation to changes in roles and needs pertaining to learners and staff
development. An emerging profession comes to the fore: the language learn-
ing adviser. Functions, skills and tools required by this role are examined, and
future, potential and professional developments highlighted.
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exists. There is then discussion of four ways in which the gap might be closed
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