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ABSTRACT: The new history of food, which began in the last decades of the 
20th century and continues to gain in strength, increasingly contributes novel 
approaches, working methods and sources to its field of study and diversifies 
its areas of interest. In this line, what was known as food fraud in the past 



Contents
Dynamis 2018; 38 (1): 5-10

7

(particularly in the 19th century, when its scale was truly large) has only attracted 
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especially in the case of Spain. Among the sources used to approach this issue, it 
is not usual to find general dictionaries of medicine or dictionaries of substance 
forgeries published in Spanish during the 19th century, although they contain 
considerable relevant information. The aim of the present paper is to describe 
the context of these works and provide examples of their content. The texts 
reproduced and the examples given allow us to demonstrate their usefulness in 
the history of food fraud and other aspects of food history.
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ABSTRACT: The objective of this article is to reflect on «tubercular», «weak», or 
«pre-tubercular» children referred to and hospitalized in the Hospital Marítimo of 
the province of Buenos Aires (Argentina) between the end of the 19th century 
and the mid-20th century. The individual setting of the disease is analyzed, 
showing that children with physical anomalies and disabilities did not receive 
the same attention or protection as other children during this time period.
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ABSTRACT: We study the adoption of dactyloscopy as a method of identification 
in Argentina and Spain during the first years of the 20th century. We analyze 
correspondence conducted between Juan Vucetich (1858-1925), creator of the 
Argentinian system, and Federico Olóriz Aguilera (1855-1912), main promoter of 
dactyloscopy in Spain. We then reconstruct the arrival of Vucetich’s classifications 
to Spain from 1906 onwards, analyzing the factors that facilitated their 
adaptation to this new scenario, attributable to the privileged position of Olóriz 
in both academic and professional worlds. We also study the first proposals on 
both sides of the Atlantic to extend fingerprinting beyond the law enforcement 
setting. We compare the resistance to dactyloscopy implementation from 
academics, the identifiers, and the identified. We then review the promotional 
and legitimation campaigns undertaken by Vucetich and Oloriz as evidenced 
in their correspondence, journeys, congresses, publications, courses, and public 
experiments. The article ends with the visit of Vucetich to Spain, which tells 
of multiple scenarios and different individuals showing an interest in the new 
identification techniques in around 1913. Anglo-Saxon history has centered 
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on law enforcement applications of fingerprinting, and our study shows that 
fingerprinting was also perceived as instruments for access (or not) to social 
rights and for carrying out (or not) administrative and economic activities, giving 
rise to a variety of legitimation strategies, controversies, and responses.
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of the insane and criminals in Europe since the 18th century, there were no 
correctional facilities for psychiatric patients in Spain during the 19th century. 
Mentally ill offenders had been admitted to the National Mental Asylum of 
Leganés since its inauguration in 1852, but most of these patients were admitted 
after publication of the Royal Decree of May 15 in 1885. The aim of this paper 
is to analyze the «penalized or accused» individuals hospitalized in this state 
institution during its first hundred years. The medical records of all inpatients 
with criminal prosecutions admitted between 1852 and 1952 were reviewed, 
studying administrative and judicial issues and using SPSS v21 to analyze socio-
demographic and clinical-therapeutic variables. Around a hundred patients 
admitted to the Leganés Asylum were in the «accused demented» category, 
3.6% of total admissions. Almost half of these were admitted between 1886 and 
1896, presenting the hospital with organizational and economic challenges.
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ABSTRACT: This paper examines the discourse that circulated in the Spanish 
press and the Spanish Cinematic Newsreel Service, NO-DO, following the 
International Conference on the Peaceful Uses of Atomic Energy held in Geneva 
in August 1955. These discourses played an active role in the design of Francoist 
policies and politics —not only atomic— and in the construction of the public 
representation of nuclear energy. The opportunities and advances claimed for 
civilian uses of atomic energy captivated authorities, scientists, industrialists, and 
the media under Franco’s dictatorship. The media treatment of the conference 
contributed to the political openness of the Franco regime at a time when it was 
constructing the public image of nuclear power. Spain purchased and imported 
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