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220 DAWN BRATSCH-PRINCE

circumstances which constrained their degree of influence: Violant as
dowager without male heir; Violant of Aragon as dowager and regent;
Maria as reigning queen and, in her husband’s absence, lieutenant-
general; Joanna as an elderly reigning queen without consort or issue.
We can see the complicated nature of medieval queenship, which may
preclude any attempt to devise one theory.

These two documents are valuable in that, while representing one
woman’s conceptualization of the role and responsibilities of
queenship, they also suggest that among Mediterranean queens there
existed a common notion of the expectations inherent in this office.
These women understood their responsibilities and the enormous,
albeit constrained, power they could wield, “ab les mans junctes e
genolls en terra,” by means of intercession among and influence on
their male kin. As Violant so vividly articulates, the influence of the

ueen held the potential to change tKe course of political events, such
that, as Nelson concludes, “There was no safe queen like a dead
queen” (206).
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