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Agonistic interaction between a Nightjar
Caprimulgus europaeus and a Red-necked
Nightjar Caprimulgus ruficollis

J.L. COPETE & L. GUSTAMANTE

On 20th August 1989 we observed an agonistic interaction
between a Nighijar Caprimulgus europoeus and ¢ Rednecked
Nightior Caprimulgus «ficollis af FAlmadrova {Torrogona, NE
Spain). This seems to be the first record of such behoviour between
the two European species. ’
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The two European nightiars have distinct

geographical disiributions, the Nighljar Co-

primulgus evropaeus displaying a Palearciic
breeding range and the Rednecked Nightjar
Caprimulgus ruficoflis occupying Mediter
ranean areas [Cramp 1985). Catalonia {NE
Spoin] is @ contoct area for these two
species being at the northeastern limit of the

Rednecked Nightjar's range and ot the |

southwestern limit of that of the Nightjar [Gar-
cia Serranc 1984). In this areq there are
some localiies {e.g. the Maresme} where
both species occur together (Vilalka 1983).
Al such localities, territories of the two
species can overlap, alhough mechanisms
for limiting competition, if it occurs, are not
known [Beven 1973, Cramp 1985}

On 20th August 1989 we sef mistnets
and a tape lure 1o catch Rednecked Night
jars at I'Almadrave (Tarragona, NE Spain)
where only this species occurs. A Red:
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necked Nightjar was aliracted o the lape
ond ofter @ circulor flight londed on the
ground close to o mistnets. Shortly ofter-
wards, o Nightjar, presumably a migrant,
also approached, giving its advertising call,
When it flew over the Rednecked Nightiar
the other bird ook flight and pursued it for
several metres until both birds hit a net,
Neither bird was cought in the net.
Caccamise [1974) has recorded heter
rospecific encounters between Caprimulgi
tormes for American species, the night
hawks, Chordeiles minor and C.
ocutipennis. He noted an increase in the
calls when an intuder was present in the
lerritory, and pursuit seemed to be the most
intense response. However, there are no simi-
lar records for European species. This beha
viour is probably exceptional, but the crepus-
cular habits of nightjars, and the limited
areas where the two species’ breeding ran-
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ges overlap {Garcia Serrano 1984) could
explain the previous absence of records. e
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RESUMEN

Interaccién agonistica enire Chotaca-
bras gris, Caprimulgus europasus y Che-
tacabras pardo Caprimulgus ruficollis.

Cotalusiia se encuenira en &l dreq de
contacte de los cholacabras europeos
{Cramp 1985). En algunas zonas de esta
regién existen dreas donde ambas especies
coexisten, y sus teritogos ocasionalmente
pueden solaparse [Garcia Serano 1984,
Vilofta 1983)

£l 20 de agosto de 1989, mientros se
trampeaba con fo ayude de una grabacién
de chotacobras pordo en 'Almadrava (Tar-
ragona), fue observada una inferaccién
agonistica de un cholocobros pardo {nidifi-
conte en la zonal dirigida hacia un chotar
cabras gris fpresumiblemente un migrante].

Interacciones de este fipo se han descrito
para fos Caprimulgiformes americanos
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{Chordeiles minor y C. aculipennis, Cacea-
mise 1974) pero aun no hobian sido ob
servadas pora las aves euvropeas {Cramp
1985). Probablemente este comporiamiento
es excepcional, aunque los hdbitos crepus:
culores de los chotacabros asi como los
escasos Greos donde ombos coexisien po-
drian explicor la ausencio de regishos.
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