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que es iitil lo gue es bello, y debe ser tecnoldgi-
camente perfecto para existir.

»Creo pues en las posibilidades de la tecno-
logia.

»Creo que el arquitecto tiende a la obra de
arte: a una obra cerrada, acabada, perfecta,
toda suya: al monumento. Pero creo en la ne-
cesidad, hoy, de una ruptura de esta entereza,

de este cardcter cerrado, de esta perfeccion, y

El dfa 29 de marzo de 1987 muri6 en la
paz del Sefior el doctor Bonaventura Basse-
goda i Musté —eximio arquitecto y maestro
de arquitectos— a la edad de 90 afios y ocho
meses. Nacido el 3 de junio de 1896, fue uno
de los punteros de la estirpe de los Bassego-
da. Era hijo de Bonaventura Bassegoda 1 Ami-
gb, arquitecto y académico de las Reales de
Bellas Artes de Buenas Letras, y correspon-
diente de la de San Fernando de Madrid; so-
brino de Joaquim Bassegoda i Amigd, tam-
bién arquitecto y Catedratico y Director de
la Escuela de Arquitectura; hermano del ar-
quitecto Pere Jordi, y padre de los arquitec-
tos Bonaventura y Joan Bassegoda 1 Nonell,
ambos en activo. El maestro Bonaventura

Bassegoda 1 Musté ocupa un Jugar destaca-

creo en la posibilidad de la obra abierta, infi-
nita y mudable en el tiempo. Creo en un mo-
numento vivo, porque creo qie nuestra capa-
cidad de percepcion, el modo mismo de percibir,
y no sélo la distinta educacion de las velocida-
des de movimiento, ya han cambiado vy, en con-
secuencia, creo posibles unos nuevos aspectos
para la cindad arquitectonica, a los que boy

ni siguieva sabriamos aludir.»

BONAVENTURA BASSEGODA | MUSTE (1896-1987)

Manuel de Sola Morales i de Rosselld

do en la arquitectura catalana de este siglo.

Arquitecto cabal, cientifico profundo (a
los veintiseis afios ya era doctor cum laude
en Ciencias Exactas); académico de la Real
Academia de Ciencias y Artes, por eleccion
y por vocacion; autor de innumerables libros
y publicaciones; literato y lingtiista exquisi-
to; hombre de bien, con una solida y since-
ra formacién cristiana de afirmacion catoli-
ca explicita. Asi era este colega que nos dejo
hace poco, y del que ahora hay que hacer,
en la medida que nos sea posible, una sem-
blanza para que todos aquellos que le cono-
cimos y tratamos le recordemos y para que
quede constancia para las nuevas promocio-
nes de arquitectos que, como sucede en todo

colectivo, le son en parte deudoras.

that what is beantiful is useful, and must
be technologically perfect to exist.

[ believe, therefore, in the possibilities of
.!.(.'('IJ 110 )l’ fng.

I believe that architecture tends towards
the work of art: towards a closed, finished,
perfect work, its very self the monument.
But 1 believe that today what is needed is
a rupture of this entirety, of this closed cha-
racter, of this perfection, and [ believe in
the possibility of open works that are infi-
nite and changeable with the passing of time.
I believe in a living monument because |
believe that our capacity to perceive, our
very way of perceiving, and not only the
different education of the speed of move-
ment, have become changed in us, and for
this reason I believe in the possibility for new
aspects of the architectural city, to which as
yet we cannot even allude.”

BONAVENTURA BASSEGODA | MUSTE
(1896-1987)

On March 29 1987 the most distingui-
shed architect and master of architects, Dr
Bonavenzura Bassegoda i Musté, died at
the age of 90 years and 8 months. Born
on June 3 1896, he was one of the most
prominent of the line of Bassegoda. The
son of Bonaventura Bassegoda Amigd, ar-
chitect and scholar of the Royal Acade-
mies of Fine Arts and Bones Lletres and
CDl'l'CSPUn(]L:ﬂt ﬂf thﬂl Of S- Fﬂl'ﬂﬂndﬂ Of
Madrid; nephew of Joaquim Bassegoda
Amig('), architect, Professor and Director
of the School of Architecture; brother of
the architect Pere Jordi and father of the
architects Bonaventura and Joan Bassegoda
profession; maestro Bonaventura Bassegoda
Musté occupies an outstanding position
in Caralan architecture of this century.

Every inch an architect and scientist (at
the age of 26 he was doctor cum lande in
the Exact Sciences); a member of the Ro-
yal Academy of Arts and Sciences, by elec-
tion and by vocation; the author of in-
numerable books and publications; an
exquisit man of letters and linguist: the
Fl'iL‘l1d '.lﬂd Cnﬂlpﬂni()n “'hf) SI]:]I'U({ gDUd'
]1Cﬂl'lCd|1L‘SS \\’I]L‘I'L‘\’L‘l' hC went, \\"iih a sSo-
lid and genuine Catholic belief; thus was
[hl: Cl]l]L‘ngL‘ “'h() llz'f[ usa ;hoi'l tii‘ﬂ.t‘ ‘Jgﬂ
.'ll'ld \\'h() we are now i\l[L‘“‘P[i“g to l'L‘Cﬂ”
as accurately as possible for those wha
knew him and had dealings with him and
for the new generation of architects who,
as happens in every kind of collectivity,
are partially in debt to him.



[n order to impose a certain order on
this dcscripliun, let us btgin with his pe-
dagogical activities. During the sessions of
1926 to 1928, when he was head of the
Department of Mathematical Analysis at
the science Faculty at the University of
Barcelona, those of us who were his stu-
dents remember his classes at that most
inopportune of times, just after lunch and
in the most hidden of classrooms in the
old Faculty, in which Professor Bassego-
da tried to make us young university stu-
dents, take in the latest theories of absta-
ract mathematics, pmicm|_\' ﬁ”ing. with
his tiny, meticulous handwriting, the wide
expanses of blackboard.

It was, however, as frem 1928 that Bas-
segoda, having brillianty the passed exa-
minations for the Chair of Architectural
Construction at the School of Architec-
ture (the Chair that his uncle Joaquim had
occupied years before), accomplished with
distinction an educational task for over
38 years in which he raught many hun-
dreds of students who today are architects
working all over Spain, all of whom have
the warmest memories of those years of
study. Bassegoda gave vitality to the De-
partment by varying frequently the con-
tents of the curricula in the different cour-
ses, so that the Course notes of the time
are still a most valuable consultation ma-
terial (General Course of Construction,
of reinforced concrete, of foundations, of
soil mechanism, etc.). If Bassegoda was ge-
nerous when it came to sharing know-
ledge, he was also generous when it came
to marking his students’ examinations and
making their road towards qualification
that much easter.

However his activity at the School of
Architecture was not limited to the Chair.
Appointed secretary of the School in
1931, he remained in this post until he re-
tired in 1966; and once he had retired he
was unanimously nominated Permanent
Honorary Secretary. Thus he was able to
be an integral part of the School until his

death. o
As regards what he did during his 35

years as secretary many architects could
bear witness who, as students and even as
lecturers, entered his office in order to talk
to him about problems of out of date en-
rolments, of unforeseen incompatibilities,
of difficulties as regards examination da-
tes, and of so many other things for which
Bassegoda, showing his characteristic bon-
homie, almost always found a solution by
scrutinising the not always casy code of
Faculty laws. Possibly nowhere else other
than that Secretariat wouod it be possi-
ble to paint such a faithful portrait of that
sensitive man so symputlwlic to the an-
xieties of others, whether students, tea-
chers or non-teaching staff, whose quali-
ties are still recalled by so many friends
and companions through a myriad of
anecdotes.

In close connexion with his work as
an educator, he was also a researcher, and
in this field his activities as a member of
the Royal Academy of Arts and Sciencies
is particulary noteworthy (between 1936

Comenzaremos por su rasgo mds inme-
diato: su actividad docente. Ya durante los
cursos 1926-28, como encargado de la Cate-
dra de Analisis Matematico de la Facultad
de Ciencias de la Universidad de Barcelona,
los que fuimos alumnos suyos recordamos
sus clases a la hora mas pesada del dia, des-
pués de la comida, y en el aula mis honda
de la vieja Facultad, en las cuales el profesor
Bassegoda procuraba hacernos entrar en co-
nocimiento de las mas recientes teorias de
las matematicas abastractas, llenando con pa-
ciencia y con una letra pequefia y meticulo-
sa los amplios espacios de las pizarras.

Pero fue a partir del afio 28 cuando Bas-
segoda, habiendo ganado brillantemente las
oposiciones a la Catedra de Construccion Ar-
quitecténica de la Escuela de Arquitectura

£ A ~ ’
—catedra que, por clerto, afios antes habia

ocupado su tio Joaquim— cumplio con ple-
nitud una labor magistral a lo largo de mas
de 38 afios, en la que aleccioné a muchos cen-
tenares de alumnos, que hoy son arquitec-
tos, repartidos por toda la geografia espafio-
la, y que conservan de aquellos estudios un
excelente recuerdo. Porque Bassegoda vita-
lizo la catedra variando frecuentemente el
contenido de los programas explicados en los
diferentes cursos, de tal manera que los apun-
tes de catedra que se reunieron a lo largo de
estos cursos constituyen todavia hoy un ma-
terial de consulta valiosisimo. (Curso gene-
ral de construccién, de hormigon armado,
de cimientos, de mecanica del suelo, etcéte-
ra). Si Bassegoda era generoso a la hora de
impartir conocimientos, también lo eraa la
hora de calificar a los alumnos, haciéndoles

mas sencillo el camino de la titulacion.

na]

Mercado del Guinardé.
Guinardé Market.
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Sin embargo, esta actividad en la Escuela
no se redujo solamente a la Catedra. Nom-
brado secretario de la misma en 1931, siguid
en el cargo ininterrumpidamente hasta su ju-
bilacién en 1966; y una vez jubilado fue nom-
brado, por acuerdo unanime del Claustro,
Secretario Honorario Perpetuo, con lo cual
él se sinti6 integrado en la Escuela hasta su
muerte.

De su gestion durante estos 35 afios como
secretario, podriamos hablar muchisimos ar-
quitectos que como alumnos, e incluso pro-
fesores, pasamos por su despacho para plan-
tearle los problemas personales, de matriculas
caducadas, de incompatibilidades previstas,
de dificultades de fechas de examenes, y de
tantas otras cosas a las que la bondad de Bas-
segoda casi siempre encontraba solucion,
dentro de la —no siempre facil lectura— de
la casuistica reglamentaria. Quiz en ningtin
lugar como en aquella secretaria, podria di-
bujarse una imagen mas completa del hom-
bre sensible a los problemas de los demas:
alumnos, profesores o personal no docente,
cualidades que, recogidas en numerosas anéc-
dotas, adn hoy son recordadas por muchos
compaferos.

Ligada a la docencia, hay que hablar tam-
bién de su labor investigadora, y en este cam-
po, es muy notable la desarrollada como aca-
démico numerario de la Real de Ciencias y
Artes —entre 1936 y su defuncion—, en que
ley6 dieciocho comunicaciones cientificas
ademis del discurso de ingreso, y de la act-

vidad que desarrollé como miembro de la

Junta Directiva y Conservador de los edifi-
cios de la Academia.

Asimismo, fue miembro del Patronato
Juan de la Cierva del C.S.1.C., miembro fun-
dador de la Sociedad Internacional de Me-
canica del Suelo, miembro de honor del Ins-
tituto Torroja y de la Asociacion Técnica
Espafiola del Pretensado.

De sus publicaciones s6lo citaremos algu-
nas, ya que el espacio no nos permite mas.
Tras una recopilacion muy completa, su nd-
mero alcanza las trescientas. He aqui las mas
notables: Contribucion a las funciones de Flad-
mard, Elias Rogent, primer director, Pere Be-
navent de Barbera, en Obras selectas, Ensayos
de Técnica edificatoria, Atlas de técnica edifi-
catoria (5 volamenes), Santa Maria del Mar
(compilacion); y de un modo particular hay
que citar las cinco ediciones sucesivas, re-
visadas y completadas de Equivalencies ca-
talanes del lexic de la Construccio, hasta el
Glosario de dos mil palabras, con las corres-
pondencias a seis idiomas, de 1976, obras pio-
neras de otras publicaciones realizadas mas
tarde por otras entidades.

Habria que afiadir las comunicaciones en
congresos, colaboraciones en revistas, perio-
dicos, etcétera. También fue muy activa su
labor de traductor —49 libros técnicos— del
aleman, francés, inglés e italiano. Son cono-
cidos, por ejemplo, el Kersten de hormigon
armado, el Esselborn, el Schlinder que com-
pleté y adapto a la técnica autdctona, etcé-
tera.

Todavia tenemos que hablar del arquitec-

B. Bassegoda, doctorado a los

26 anos.

B. Bassegeda, when he was awarded
his doctorate at the age of 26.

and his death) during which he read up
to 18 scientific papers as well as his inau-
guration lecture. Equally worthy of note
is his work as member of the Board of
Governors and Curator of the Academy
buildings.

He was also membre of the Juan de la
Cierva Association of the CSIC, founder
member of the International Society of
Soil Mechanics, honorary member of the
«Eduardo Torroja» Institute and also of
the Spanish Technical Association of Pres-
tressing.

As regards his publications, available
space only allows us to quote a few. We
have already said that he published around
300. Of these the most important are:

Contribucion a las Funciones de Had-
mard; Elias Rogent, Primer Divector; Peve
Benawvent de Barbera, obres selectes; Ensa-
yos de Teenica Edificatoria; Atlas de Técni-
ca Edificatoria (in 5 volumes); Santa Ma-
via del Mar (compilation). Worthy also of

special mention are the five succ ¢ edi-
tions, revised and completed, of Equiva-
lencies Catalanes del Lexic de la Constric-
cto, and the Glossary of five thousand
words, with their equivalents in 6 diffe-
rent languages, published in 1976, pionee-
ring works which led to subsequent pu-
blications by other entities.

We have already mentioned his 18
scientific papers, to which must be added
his contributions to congresses and jour-
nals, periodicals, etc. He was also very ac-
tive as a translator (49 technical works)
from German, French, English and Ita-
lian. Well known among these are his ren-
derings of Kersten on reinforced concre-
te, and of his versions of Esselborn and
Schlinder, whose principles he completed
and adapted to local techniques.

We still have to speak about Basse-
goda’s project and building work, even
though this facet of his career is less well
known, though no less valuable and no-
teworthy, than the aforementioned facets.
Strikingly noscentista, and occasionally m-



tionalist in style, the architect has left us
an excellent work, marked particularly by
the presence of clear, daring reinforced
concrete strucrures, \V]‘ThUut {Ul'gcl[;n:.",
however, the traditional structures of the
country and, in particular, the Catalan
flal-bl’ick \'auh, L‘XPL‘I‘[L\" mnnufﬂcturcd
and resolved.

He was Municipal Architect and
Head of the Department of Markets and
Provisions, posts he held from 1958 un-
til 1966. We could mention a long list of
imp()rmnl \‘."f]rl{.s hL‘ Cﬂl'ricll aut w ilL'll ]]L‘
held this post, but in order not 1o make
this list too long we shall concentrate on
the general characteristics which, as a per-
sonal stamp, he imprinted upon these
works: the abandonment of structures of
iron on roofs with a central domed
skylight —so typical during previous
decades— and the adoption of the single
nave, totally freestanding and of a wide-
span, with a reinforced concrete struc-
ture ﬂnd \\’i{h a |'1'|)’[l'|1“ Df JI'CI'IFL‘S “kc CL'“'
tral European markets.

A‘;' PI'iVﬂ[L‘ \\’()rks we COl]le mﬂl]‘i()n.
for example, in Barcelona the Jorba Hou-
se, at No. 527, Diagonal Avenue, the house
at No. 80, Passeig de Sant Joan, the head-
quarters of the Garcia Fossas Foundation;
in Tiana, the Tamburini and Gil houses,
and in Igualada, among the most interes-
ting, the Garcia Fossas Orphanage, the
Sant Hospital, the Teneria School, The
Grifé Flour Mill, the Swimming Pool, and
the Cementery Chapel.

We must also mention his difficult task
as subdirector of the works for the Bar-
celona Internacional Exhibition in 1928-
1929 and his position of Curator of the
Exhibition in 1930. That same vear he was
the representative of the Spanish Govern-
ment at the Stockholm Exhibition.

Finally, we must mention some of the
awards he was given: Commander of Alp-
honso X the Wise, Commander of St Gre-
gory the Magnanimous, Officer of Public
Instruction in France, Medal of Merit of
Hungary, of St Sava of Yugoslavia, Knight
of the White Lion of Czechoslovakia, of
the Crown of Italy and of the Vatican,
Commander of the Crown of Rumania,
etc.
While undertaking this immense
amount of work, our dear professor was
always friendly, serene and good-
humoured. A friend to everyone around
him, he was a fervent and conscious ser-
vant of his family; of this there is one in-
delible memory: when death chastised
him so severly by taking away his daugh-
ter in the flower of her youth. Then he
was unable to hide his deep emotional
shock, since behind his frequent posture
of balance there was an extremely sensi-
tive spirit of which many of us were wit-
nesses. Rest in peace.

to y proyectista y constructor que fue Bas-
segoda, aunque esta faceta sea menos cono-
cida que las anteriores, no por ello es menos
valiosa y notable. Con un evidente regusto
noucentista, y en algiin caso esporadico, ra-
cionalista, este arquitecto nos ha dejado una
obra de gran interés, marcada especialmen-
te por la presencia de estructuras aparentes
y audaces de hormigén armado, sin olvidar
las estructuras tradicionales del pais y, en par-
ticular, la béveda de ladrillo plano a la cata-
lana, de una factura y aparejados cuidadosa-
mente resueltos.

Fue Arquitecto municipal, jefe del Servi-
cio de Mercados y Abastos, un cargo que
ocupd de 1958 a 1966. Del trabajo llevado
a cabo desde este importante cargo podria-
mos enumerar una lista larga de obras muy
notables. Pero, para abreviar creemos que es
mejor destacar las caracteristicas generales
que, como sello distintivo, imprimi6 a estas
obras, el abandono de las estructuras de hie-
rro en las cubiertas con lucernario copular
central —tan frecuente durante las décadas
anteriores— y la adopcién de la nave anica,
totalmente libre y de gran luz, con estruc-
tura de hormigbn armado, y con ritmo de
arcos torales, al estilo de los mercados de la
Europa central.

Como obras particulares podriamos citar,
por ejemplo, en Barcelona, la casa Jorba en
la Diagonal, 527, la del paseo de San Juan,
80, la sede de la Fundacién Garcia Fossas;

en Tiana, las casas Tamburini, de Gil, etcé-

tera. Y en Igualada, el Orfelinato Garcia Fos-

sas, el Sant Hospital, la Escuela de Teneria,
la Harinera Grifé, la Piscina, la capilla del
cementerio, etcétera.

Aln tendremos que afiadir el dificil tra-
bajo realizado como Subdirector de Obras
de la Exposicion Internacional de Barcelo-
na en el periodo 1928-29, y el encargo de
Conservacion y Obras de la Exposicion en
1930. En este mismo afo fue el representan-
te del gobierno espafiol en la Exposicion de
Estocolmo.

Y para acabar haremos constar algunas de
las condecoraciones que le fueron otorgadas:
Comendador con placa de Alfonso X el sa-
bio, comendador de San Gregorio Magno,
Oficial de Instruccion Publica de Francia,
medalla del mérito de Hungria, de S. Sava
de Yugoslavia, Caballero del Le6n Blanco de
Checoslovaquia, de la Corona de Italia y Be-
nemérito de la Santa Sede, Comendador de
la Corona de Rumania, etcétera.

No sabriamos acabar sin decir que todo
este inmenso trabajo jamas tornd en aspe-
ro el caracter amigable, sereno y lleno de
humor de nuestro recordado profesor. Ami-
go de todos sus colaboradores, era un fervien-
te y consciente servidor de la familia, y de
esto queda un recuerdo imborrable cuando
la muerte le fustigd tan severamente, con la
triste desaparicion de su hija en la flor de la
vida. Entonces no pudo ocultar la fuerte sa-
cudida emotiva, y, a menudo detras de una
postura de equilibrio, se escondia un espiri-
tu terriblemente sensible, del que muchos pu-

dimos ser testigos. Descanse en paz.
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