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CONCURS INTERNACIONAL PER
LA MESQUITA ESTATAL D’IRAK. 1983

BAGHDAD, IRAK.
VENTURI, RAUCH I SCOTT BROWN, Arquitectes

La inspiracio d'aquest disseny es deriva d'una important forma ar-
quitectonica de I'Iraq historic, la mesquita hipostila, les arcades no dife-
renciades de la qual emfasitzen amb precisié espais semblants. Aquest
disseny ha estat adaprat aqui a modernes técniques de construccié. Un
seguit d'arcades que defineixen la forma del santuari estan molt elevades
1500 suportades des de dalt, en lloc de recolzar en les columnes que histo-
ricament serien necessaries. D’aquesta manera, a la part inferior resta lliu-
re un gran espai, delineat tanmateix per les arcades per dalt, cadascuna
decorada i coronada per una claraboia que permet 'entrada de llum i daire.
En entrar-hi o en sortir-ne, les repetides arcades ofereixen una elevacié,
un majestuds joc de llum i decoracid.

El disseny expressa la monumentalitat d’'una mesquita estatal, aixi
com una escala humana a través dels detalls i la decoraci6. Les arcades,
ornament, la cipula, els merlets i el minaret fan clara referéncia al sim-
bolisme integral i als elements ornamentals de I'heréncia religiosa islamica.

The inspiration for this de- the arcades aloft, each decorated
sign 1s derived from an important and crowned with a skylight ad-
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historic Iraqi architectural form,
the hypostyle mosque, whose un-
differentiated arcades emphasize
strictly egalitarian spaces. This plan
is here adapted to modern cons-
truction techniques. A series of ar-
cades which define the form of the
sanctuary are lifted high overhead
and are supported from above, ra-
ther than by the columns that his-
torically would have been
necessary. Thus the great space is
left open below, but delineated by

mitting light and air. Upon ente-
ring or leaving, the repeated
arcades present an uplifting, majes-
tic play of light and decoration.

The design expresses the mo-
numentality of a State Mosque, as
well as human scale through detail-
ing and decoration. The arcades,
ornament, dome, crenelations, and
minaret make clear reference to
the integral symbolic and orna-
mental elements in Islamic reli-

gious heritage.
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