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ABSTRACT: This article aims to provide an overall quantification of the purge of 
research staff of the Board for Advanced Studies and Scientific Research (JAE) 
conducted by the Franco Regime. To this end, the names of prewar researcher 
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staff were gathered from JAE payrolls immediately before the outbreak of the 
Spanish Civil War and information on their employment in the postwar period 
was then systematically investigated. We found that a very major purge was 
conducted of JAE research staff, with more than 40% of them being expelled, 
and that researchers in leadership positions were especially targeted.
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1.—Introduction. 2.—Responses to the world-wide risk of epidemic typhus.  
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ABSTRACT: Typhus fever appeared as an epidemic in the post-Civil War years and 
was responsible for a specific scientific initiative within the newly reconstructed 
National Institute and School of Public Health. It counted on significant 
international participation, from the Rockefeller Foundation to the Pasteur 
Institute, and it turned Spain into a crossroads for the exchange of theories and 
practices from the most relevant schools in the search for an efficient vaccine. 
This paper focuses on the elements involved and analyses the results obtained. 
The scarcity of information, a certain mistrust on the part of participants, and the 
rapid resolution of the situation meant that the Spanish Public Health Service 
gained no significant advantage. However, it greatly enhanced the professional 
careers of some of the scientists and officials involved in the project, while the 
true value of these experiences was to be revealed in the USA years later.
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