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An anomaly in the number of
secondary feathers in the Reed Bunting

Emberiza schoeniclus

A. BERTOLERO, L. GUSTAMANTE, ]. FIGUERCLA & X. RIERA

A Reed Bunting with an exira secondory in the right wing wos
coptured on 01.02.92 of Canol Vell (Deltebre, Torragonal. This
extra secondary was heavily obraded and was unharmoniously
situoted between the fifth and the sixth secondaries. The most
probable explanation for this feather was that it could be a “one
off, produced during juvenile development with no ensheathed fip
of the next feather generation ot ihe base of the colamus.
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Several anomalies in the number of flight-
feathers, mainly anisorecticyly, have been
reporied previously (Snow 1967, Hanmer
1981, Somadikoda 1984, Baoras & Senar
1985, Melville 1985, Baucells 19%0).
However, descriptions of anomalies relaled
to the number of flightfeathers of the wing
are less frequent [e.g. Stresemann 1943,
Melvile 1985, Copete el al. 1992},

On February Tst 1992 an adult (EU-
RING code &) male Reed Bunting (Emberiza
schoeniclus) was captured at the Estacié Bior
légica del Canal Vell in the Parc Natural del
Della de I'Ebre (40.43N O0.41E). This in-
dividual had seven secondaries in the right
wing, whereas the left wing had the normal
number of feathers for this species: 10 pp,
6 ss, 3 tert {Ginn & Mebville 1983).
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There was a very worn feather between
the fifth and the sixth secondaries, which was
roughly one third shorter than the other sec-
ondaries, showing just part of the rachis and
some barbules without borbicels. lIs position
was abnormal, sticking out from the normal
level of the rest of the feathers. The calomus
was inserted between the fifth and the sixth
secondaries in o slightly higher position than
the rest of the secondaries. All other flight
teathers of the wing were normally de-
veloped.

The number of greater coveris was nor-
mal {ningl, the Sth being displaced o the
right, due to the presence of this onomalous
feather.

This supplementary feather could be a
"one off” produced during juvenile develop
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ment with no ensheathed fip of the next :

feother generation at the base of the colo-
mus. Therefore renewal of this feather during
the firsi {ond subsequent] complele moults
would not lake ploce [S.C. Norman com.
pers.h.

Ancther explanation for the grealer wear
that this leather showed could be its mare
exposed position to rubbing ond other abr
rasive factors. The lack of some components
in the diet could olso produce a distubance
in the constitulion and resistance of the fea-
thers, but this would have allected the struc
lure of a greater number of feathers in both
wings Murphy & King 1987),

Racently, Copete et al. {1992} have also
described an extra secondary in the Serin
(Serinus serinus). The main differences be-
hween their report and our bird was that in
their cose the leathers were harmoniously
distribuled without any anomaly n the dis-
position of the feathers, while the exira sec-

ondary of our Reed Bunting was most unhar-

moniously iccated. »

RESUMEN

Anomalia en el nimero de secundarics
de un Escribone palustre Emberiza
schoeniclus.

El 01.02.93 fue caplurado en e Canal
Vell {Deliebre, Taragonal un escribono po-
luskre con una secundaric suplementaria en

el alo derecha. Lsio pluma presentoba un

gran desgoste ¥ sobresalia enire la quinta y
sexta secundarias. lo explicacion mas pro-
bable de fo presencia de esta plumo, es
que se haiase de una pluma “fuera de sitio”,
producida duronte &l desarrollo juveni! sin lo
punia de lo voina de la plumo de la si-
guienle generacion en la base del calomus.
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