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Tree Sparrow Passer montanus with an
extra wing flight-feather

D. BIGAS & J.L. COPETE

Abnormol numbers of flightfeathers in the wing have rarely been
reported, especiafly for passerines. On 10t Sepfember 1992 an
adult Tree Sparrow undergoing a complele moult was caught ot
Deltebre {Tarragona, NE Spain); it had an extro flightfeather in both
wings. These feathers were probably secondaries in active growth,
each inserted between the innermost secondary and the outermost
tedticd. Therefore, in each wing this bird showed 20 flightfeothers,
rather thon the 19 shown by most passerines.
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Stresemann [1963) and Mehiille {1985)
reported abnormal numbers of wing flight
feathers for several non-passerine species.
More recently. this anomaly has been ex:
tended to passerines (Bertolero et al. 1992,

Copete et al. 1992}, However, the phe- |

nomenon remains underdescribed ond more
reports are needed 1o know the true extent
of the anomaly.

The Tree Sparrow Passer montanus pre-
sents ten primaries (with the outermost vesti
giall, six secondaries and three tertials {Ginn
& Melville 1983]. From 10th August to 31
Cciober 1992 a ringing campaign was per-
formed at the Canal Vel (Dellebre, Tarrago
na, 40.44N, 00.47E). On 10th September
an adult Tree Sparrow which had previously
been ringed was caught; it was undergaing
a complete moult, with a moult score of 51
in both wings {following notation of Ginn &

Melville 1983; see Table 1]. This is a nomal
score for this month in this species [Deckert
1962, Myrcha & Pinowski 1970, Ginn &
Melville 1983). The mwe outer secondaries
were in growth with $3 to 56 siill not re-
placed, and between these and the tertials
there was another secondary in growth
{Table 1). All feathers were inspecled care-
fully, but no teather showed any anomaly in
lhe place of insertion.

The shape of secondaries is different
from that of primaries, and this bird had @

" normol number of primaries. It appears thot

the addilional feather was 57, so it showed
an abnormal succession in the paltera of
mault in this species (Ginn & Mebville 1983).
This type of additional feather was found in
both wings {with o slight difference in the
moult score). Therefore, this bird had 20

flightfeathers in each wing, and as in other
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Wing T T TS S S55S55S5SsPpPpPPPPPPPPTP
Right 2 5 8% 3 0 0001455 555 42000
Left 255 4 90001 4555565320400

Table 1. Moult score of both wings. T: tertials, 5: secondaries, P: primaries.

Tabla 1. Puntuacitn de muda de cada ala. T: terciarias, S: secundarias, P: primarias. (Wing = ala;

vight = derecha; left = izquierda).

records (Bertolero ef ol 1992, Copele e
al. 1992) the additional fecther wos o ser
condary. ®
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RESUMEN

Un Gorrién molinero Passer montanus
con una pluma de vuelo extra en ef ala.

Raras veces se hon descrito nimeros
anoimales de plumas de vuelo en el ola de
los paseriformes, aunque recientemente han
aparecido algunos casos (Beriolero et al.
1992, Copete et ol. 1992} £l Gorién mo-
linero Passer montanus presenta 19 plumas
de welo en el alo, como la mayoria de
poseriformes evropeos [Ginn & Melvifle
1983). El 10 de septiembre de 1992 fue
coplurado un ejemplar adulto [previomente
anillodo] de esta especie en ef Conal Vell
{Deltebre, Tarragonal con una pluma de
vuelo extra en cado ala. Proboblemente esta
pluma fue una secundaric en desarrollo in-
sertada entre la secundaria mas inferna (56}
y lo terciaria mas externa (T1}, pues mostd
ung sucesion anormal del patdn de muda
en esto especie [Ginn & Melville 1983].
Como los regisos resefiados (Bertolero et

16

al. 1992, Copete ef of. 1992 lo pluma
adicional también fue ung secundaria.
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